The HOLY And greAt FEAST
OF THE NATIVITY
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
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Dear Brother,
Dear Sister in Christ,

am writing you on a very cold, but
luminous day. The monastery where I
live and its surroundings are covered by a
thick snow, bright, pure and quiet! Indeed
Christmas is knocking at the door!
s in every year, I am writing you a letter
that I wish you receive as a gift from
a friend, of a brother that walks together
with you the windy road of LIFE. Please
know that here you are not alone! Together
with us there are another three brothers
that are praying for you.
know that I will be one of the many who send you greetings through the internet,
and that maybe I am the one least expected; but for me this does not matter; all
that matters is that I wish you from the bottom of MY HEART FILLED WITH
JOY: MERRY CHRISTMAS! CHRIST IS BORN!
oly Christmas is a feast of JOY. For me, Christmas - as I strive to live my
Christian vocation as a monk - is the remembrance of the Family of God, it
is the Church of the HEAVENLY GIFT: GOD, our Good Lord Jesus Christ whom
become man for man – for each and every man! – to become a son of God. All this
derives from the fruit of SEEKING, of ENCOUNTERING; of RECEIVING.
y heart is deeply touched when I think of the God that “comes down from
heaven to search for man”. The Holy Book is filled with men and women that
testify this “longing/passion of God”. I think, for example, of Abraham and Sarah,
which, receiving the Lord as a guest (Genesis 18, 1-15) were blessed and chosen to be
the parents of the great Family, that in the person of Jacob receives the name ISRAEL
(Genesis 32, 39). It is good to remember that the son of Abraham and Sarah was
given the name Isaac, meaning „laughter”: laughter being the manifestation of the
icon written on the face of the person who is touched by the Presence of Him who
came to look for man. It’s the fruit of the ENCOUNTER… between two people that
love one another!
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ollowing the pages of Holy Scripture we find a whole variety of men and women
who, throughout all of history, have manifested the PRESENCE – powerful and
discreet at the same time – of a God who is a “lover of mankind”, as we say in the
Divine Liturgy here in Romania.
I warmly invite you to open the Bible and look for HIM!
hese witnesses are telling you that, you too are a member of the Family, that you
are part of the household! There is a Romanian proverb, very rich in the wisdom
of old, which goes: God gives, but doesn’t push it into your sack! For it to be truly an
ENCOUNTER it is necessary to receive HIM… you must ACCEPT HIM!
ll this, for me, means to have been “sought” by God, so that I may live the joy of
this Holy Child that manifests His divine almightiness choosing to be taken into
the arms of Mary, His Most Holy Mother, and those of Joseph, the holy carpenter
(Mt 1 & Lk 2), and those of the righteous Simeon in the Temple of Jerusalem (Lk 2,
28)… and held in the hands of many priest who consecrate HIM on the Holy Altar,
for Him to be for everyone EMANUEL, GOD WITH US (Isaiah 8,8.10).
eing sought by God should inflame in us the desire to want to become totally of
CHRIST, because through the gift of Holy Baptism we are enclothed with His
LIFE and JOY. It would be truly beautiful if this GIFT becomes in this Holy Feast
of Christmas: EUCHARIST, received as a sign of accepting HIS FRIENDSHIP, of
receiving this love of JESUS that offers us everything… HE OFFERS HIMSELF
COMPLETELY!
nd if you are aware that you have put this GIFT somewhere hidden in a dark
corner of your soul, I tell you with all simplicity: Make peace with Christ!
Confess your sins! Receive the gift of FORGIVENESS from a priest of the family of
GOD, which is the CHURCH.
hank you for your time in reading these pages, I know they are humble words, but
are written with the heart. I entrust myself, together with my brothers, to your
prayers.
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I salute you and bless you,
In Christ that is born for us,

Father Athanasius - Hieromonk
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